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the Warsaw bridgehead with two divisions, and breaking into and
through the Polish front trenches captured Radzymin, a small
town about fifteen miles from Warsaw. The Poles withdrew to
the second line of defence, but Bolshevik patrols approached to
within six miles of Praga, the suburb of Warsaw on the east side
of the Vistula. Something like panic seized Warsaw. With the
exception of Archbishop Ratti, the Papal Nuncio (afterwards
Pope Pius XI), Tommasini, the Italian Minister, author of La
Risumzione della Polonia, and the American and Danish charges
d'affaires, all the foreign diplomatists, including D'Abernon, left
the city on the night of August 13 on hearing of the fall of
Radzymin.
The Polish General Staff in great alarm telephoned on August 14
to Pilsudski, who was with his mass of manoeuvre, to advance
the execution of his plan. About the same time Haller ordered
Sikorski, in command of the 5th Polish Army, to attack on the
Wkra in order to relieve the pressure on the Warsaw bridgehead.
On August 15 a Polish division supported by armoured cars
retook Radzymin, but not till the next day did the Poles recover
the whole of their first line of defence, and only after bitter
fighting.
SIKORSKl'S SUCCESS
Farther north Sikorski, who wrote a full account of what he did
at this time in his Miedzy Wisla a Wkra (literally, Between the
Vistula and the Wkra), attacked the Bolsheviks who had forced
the Narew, but threw them back so decisively on August 16 that
next day they retreated in disorder—an excellent piece of work,
which, however, Camon described as "nothing but an hors
d*ceuvre in the manoeuvre of Pilsudski, a useful hors d'ceuvre, since
it retarded the retreat of the 4th Soviet Army. But in reality the
r&le of the 5th Polish Army should have been restricted to the
defence of Modlin, and a part of its troops added to the mass of
manoeuvre of which the effective was quite insufficient." Not
unimportant in itself, Sikorski's success was of good omen, and
possessed considerable psychological value. Belief abroad was
almost unanimous that Warsaw would fall; indeed, some Berlin
papers announced its capture on August 15!

